
STRATEGIES FOR DIALOGUE – INTERMEDIATE

YOU WILL USUALLY BE ASKED TO DISCUSS A SITUATION AND COME TO AN AGREEMENT, IF 
YOU CAN. 
IMPORTANT: THIS IS A CONVERSATION NOT A MONOLOGUE. YOU SHOULD SPEAK IN SHORT 
SENTENCES, PROPOSE YOUR IDEAS, ASK QUESTIONS, REPLY, AGREE OR DISAGREE, ETC. 
BELOW ARE SOME STRATEGIES FOR EACH MOMENT OF THE CONVERSATION. IF YOU LEARN 
THREE OR FOUR WAYS OF MANAGING EACH SITUATION, YOU WILL HAVE NO PROBLEM AT 
ALL.

STARTING THE CONVERSATION 
(Candidate "A" usually has to begin)

So, we need to discuss....
Hello, Matthew. Let's decide on.....
Shall we talk about.....?
Well, we really must make some decisions about...

SUGGESTING IDEAS Why don't we + verb...?
Shall we + verb......?
I think we should + verb
My idea would be to  + verb
Don't you think it would be a good idea to + verb....?
Let's + verb...
The way I see it, it would be best to + verb
I'd like to + verb
What about + -ing......?
We could + verb...
If you like, we could + verb
We want to + verb
I was thinking we could...

AGREEING AND CONCEDING That's sounds fine.
That's fine by me.
That's a great idea.
I like the sound of that.
Good idea.
That's a good point.
You're right.
I see what you mean.
I think you may be right.
Ok. I'll go with that.
That sounds like a good bet.
That's sounds convenient.
That is an option, I suppose. (stress the word "is")
Let's discuss your idea, then.
I suppose you're right.

DISAGREEING Mmm. I'm not sure I agree.
I  think I'd rather + verb
I think I'd prefer to + verb
I'm not sure about that.
The way I see things, it would be better to + verb
Have you thought about....?
That's going to be a bit difficult because.....
That doesn't sound very convenient.



CHANGING THE SUBJECT/ MOVING THE 
CONVERSATION ON

Maybe we could come back to that later on.
Let's leave that point for now.
We can decide on that later.
Let's focus on...
Shall we discuss....?
What else do we need to decide?
What other points do we need to discuss?
We need to talk about...
Let's move on.
Let's focus on...

RECAPITULATING AND MAKING THE 
DECISION

Ok. We need to recap.
Let's go over our decisions.
So, let's sum up.

ASKING YOUR PARTNER QUESTIONS What do you think?
What's your idea?
Do you have any ideas?
What are your thoughts on this?
Do you agree?
Don't you think that's a good idea?
What do you propose?
What about you?
Have you thought about...?
Why is your idea better?

ASKING YOUR PARTNER TO REPEAT 
THE IDEA

I'm not sure I understand you.
What exactly do you mean?
Could you repeat that?
I'm sorry, I'm not following you.
I'm afraid you've lost me.

ENDING THE CONVERSATION So, that's decided then.
Well, that's all wrapped up.
Perfect, so that's about all, then.
Good. Problem solved!
Fine, we can deal with the minor details later.



EXAMPLE CONVERSATION

I've chosen this topic because it seems difficult as there is only one point to discuss: how to get to Berlin! There are also 
very few ideas to discuss. The resulting conversation would last about 3 minutes, which is perhaps a little short, but it is 
well developed, uses a good variety of expressions, is balanced (both candidates speak about the same length of time) and 
it is definitely a conversation and not a monologue. It would be very difficult to speak for longer than this with such little 
information.

One of the main points I've noticed when examining students is that candidates speak too much and don't interact enough. 
They often don't know when to stop, once they've started and their partner finds it difficult to intervene in the 
conversation. REMEMBER: IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO INTERACT. SO USE SHORT IDEAS AND ASK 
YOUR PARTNER WHAT (S)HE THINKS TOO!



CANDIDATE A (starts the dialogue) CANDIDATE B
Well, we really must make some decisions about our trip to 
Berlin. Do you have any ideas?

Mmm. I'm not sure I agree. It's going to be my first time 
in Berlin and I'd like to go by car.

I don't think so. I mean we could take turns driving. We 
all have a driving licence, don't we.

You have a point. It would be a long journey. But we 
would save money on accommodation.

That won't be a problem. The roads are in excellent 
condition and there is hardly any traffic on the roads at 
night.

Of course. While one drives, the others can sleep and 
vice-versa.

Ok. Let's discuss your idea, then. Why is your idea 
better?

Yes, you're right there.

I see what you mean. It's just that I would like to visit 
some other cities on the way.

I suppose you're right. I was trying to add to the original 
plan. Perhaps you're right.

OK. So that's decided, then. We'll go by plane.

Right. I'll go along with that. What other points do we 
need to discuss?

Yes. So, we just need to talk about it with the others and 
convince them about it.

Ok.

Yes, I'm really looking forward to it. I was thinking we 
could go by plane. What do you think?

Really? I'm not sure about that. Won't it be too tiring?

Well, yes, but I think I'd prefer to fly and have a nap on 
the plane. Have you thought about how long it would 
take to drive there?

That's a good point, but what about driving in the dark? 
I'm not sure it would be a good idea. I mean, we don't 
know the roads at all.

I can see you point. But the way I see things, it would be 
better to take the plane. That way, we wouldn't be so 
tired when we arrive. Have you considered that we 
would need to sleep at some point?

Mmm. I don't think that's a good idea. I can't sleep in the 
car. And with four of us, it would be extremely 
uncomfortable.

Well, it's cheaper because petrol and motorways are very 
expensive.

And public transport in Berlin is excellent, so we 
wouldn't need the car there.

Sorry, I'm afraid you've lost me. I thought the idea was to 
visit Berlin, not other cities!

Yes, I think so, too! If we wanted a car journey, a tour 
around Spain would be better!

Yes. I'm sure it's the best idea. Don't forget we can get 
good offers on a lowcost flight and spend more time in 
Berlin. 

I think that's all. We can deal with the minor details later, 
don't you think?

Yes, shall we phone them now and tell them what we've 
decided?

Good. Problem solved.


